Accessible Media for Students Who Are
Deaf and Hard of Hearing
The Described and Captioned Media Program
www.dcmp.org

Accessibility with captions and description

DCMP makes media accessible by adding captions for the deaf and description for the blind.
Parents, educators, and support personnel can sign up for a free account and access over 6,000
accessible videos.

View a fully accessible video

See a video with both captions and description; Moko, the Young Explorer.
https://dcmp.org/series/90-moko

Why Use Educational Videos?
Educational media can inspire and engage students.
Video is uniquely suited to:
•

Take students on impossible field trips--inside the human body, or off to Jupiter.

•

Take students around the globe, to meet new people and hear their ideas.

•

Illustrate complex, abstract concepts through animated, 3-D images.

•

Show experiments that can't be done in class.

•

Bring great literature, plays, music, or important scenes from history into the room.

Educational media provides authentic learning opportunities.
By exploiting the medium's power to deliver lasting images, teachers can:
•

reach children with a variety of learning styles, especially visual learners, and students with a
variety of information acquisition styles

•

engage students in problem-solving and investigative activities

•

begin to dismantle social stereotypes

•

help students practice media literacy and critical viewing skills

•

provide a common experience for students to discuss

Is Quality Important?
Elements of Quality Captioning
•
•
•

•

•

Accurate
Errorless captions are the goal for each production.
Consistent
Uniformity in style and presentation of all captioning features is crucial for viewer understanding.
Clear
A complete textual representation of the audio, including speaker identification and non-speech
information, provides clarity.
Readable
Captions are displayed with enough time to be read completely, are in synchronization with the
audio, and are not obscured by (nor do they obscure) the visual content.
Equal
Equal access requires that the meaning and intention of the material is completely preserved.

http://www.captioningkey.org/quality_captioning.html

How Can I Access DCMP Media?
Access DCMP media on any Internet enabled device: computer, laptop, tablet, or smartphone. You can
also order DVDs by mail with postage paid both ways.

DCMP media screen
When you choose a video on the DCMP website, you’ll see a summary of the video plus details such as:
copyright date, grade level, runtime, accessibility features, a transcript, and additional resources.

Membership Application
Join – is the first step in the application process. Provide your name, email address and create a

username and password. Also let us know how you heard about DCMP.

Qualify – is the second step in the application process. Choose if you qualify for a full account or only
want to register for an eLearning account.

Agree – is the third step in the application process for a full membership. In this step you agree to the
terms of service.

Apply – is the final step in the process. You’ll be asked to provide a physical address, describe your
relationship to a qualifying individual, and explain how you plan to use the media.

Help Your Student Grow!
DCMP has media to teach:
• Academic Skills
• Self-Advocacy Skills
• Job Skills
• Life Skills
If you are looking for a specific title or topic., we can help! Contact info@dcmp.org.
We have media to match classroom needs for all ages and subjects. We have educational media that
also entertains. And check out our life skills videos for use at home and in the dorm.

Common Core Standards
English Language Arts >> Language
DCMP has media to meet educational standards. The following chart shows some common core
standards for 1st through 12th grade and suggests a DCMP title that will teach that standard.
A list of common core standards can be found at: http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy

Standard

1st grade - Use conventional spelling for words with
common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring
irregular words.
3rd grade - Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of
words and phrases in context.
4th grade - Explain the meaning of simple similes and
metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context.
5th grade - Use punctuation to separate items in a series.
6th grade - Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
pronoun number and person.
8th grade - Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to
indicate a pause or break.
9th and 10th grade - Apply knowledge of language to
understand how language functions in different contexts,
to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
11th – 12th grades - Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Recommended Video
I Can Spell

The Island of Confusing Words
Characters, Metaphors, and Similes
Commas
Pronouns
Punctuation: Program 7 – The Wily
Comma
Narrative Writing 1: Structures – What
is a Narrative?
Split-Infinitive World of English
Grammar: Program 1

Accessible Television Portal
You can find some of the nation’s top children’s educational television programs at DCMP, thanks to the
U.S. Department of Education’s commitment to ensure that broadcast content is made accessible for
kids who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, visually impaired, and deaf-blind. Teachers and parents can
use Accessible Television to add variety and increase motivation for learning.
Some of our titles include: Bill Nye the Science Guy, Dora the Explorer, PAW Patrol, MythBusters, The
Electric Company, The Magic School Bus, Timeblazers.

Related Media
Many videos in the DCMP collection contains a link to “Related Media.” These items may include lesson
plans, additional information for teachers, and links to supplemental websites.

Monthly Newsletter
•
•

•

Each month we send out an email newsletter. Our goal is to highlight current events, holidays,
and historical events, and we suggest accessible media to use with each of these.
The National Education Association celebrates March 2 as Read Across America Day. DCMP has
partnered with them to launch Read Captions Across America in 2006. This has allowed us to
promote captions for everyone.
March is International Listening Month. DCMP celebrates our Listening is Learning campaign
and promotes audio descriptions. These campaigns bring attention to the fact that what began
as an accommodation actually can benefit all people.

Map It: What Comes Next?
Map It: What Comes Next? is a free, online, interactive training designed for transition-aged students
who are deaf or hard of hearing. The training utilizes three questions:
•
•
•

Who Am I?
What Do I Want?
How Do I Get There?

Video vignettes signed in ASL with spoken English and written transcription, self-assessments, and a
series of interactive questions guide students as they identify their goals and develop strategies to
achieve them. All interactive materials are saved and compiled in an electronic portfolio.

Search
Find media by searching words or phrases. You’ll see a list of videos that meet your search criteria. The
thumbnail will provide basic information. Click on a thumbnail to see the full description and view the
video.

Browse
Not exactly sure what you are looking for? Use our browse feature to see a listing of our videos by
topic. Use “Browsing Preferences” to narrow your results.

Recommended Titles for Parents of Children
Who Are Deaf and Hard of Hearing
•

•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

Sign Language Storytelling (Series)
Popular children’s books are brought to life by original music, voice, and American Sign
Language (ASL).
Family Sign Language (Series)
Designed to teach ASL and deaf culture to hearing families of deaf and hard of hearing children.
Bravo: Beginning ASL Videocourse (Series)
The lessons teach vocabulary, grammar, and Deaf culture applied to real-world dramas. This
functional approach is appropriate for students of all ages.
Deaf Childhood Development
Designed for parents and educational personnel working with children who are deaf or hard of
hearing. Explores the many facets of childhood development.
American Deaf Culture
Provides an overview of characteristics of cultures and their applications to Deaf culture.
I Am Not a Stranger: A Deaf Child’s View of Growing Up in a Hearing Family
Shows a typical day through the eyes of a Deaf child in three different types of hearing families:
uncommunicative, oral, and signing.
Language Development in Deaf or Hard of Hearing Children
Provides language development information for educators and interpreters (in an educational
setting) regarding problems often faced by deaf and hard of hearing students.
Cecilia’s Story
Chronicles the life of Cecilia Grugan from infancy to her eighth birthday. Cecilia was diagnosed
with a hearing loss at 15 months and had cochlear implant surgery at the age of three.
For a Deaf Son
When Thomas Tranchin was one-year-old, his parents discovered he was profoundly deaf. The
program tells of a family's journey through a maze of emotional, educational, political, and
social factors as they face life-changing decisions. The "speech versus sign language" conflict is
documented in detail.
Our Baby is Deaf…Five Families’ Stories
Features hearing parents who share their stories after finding out that their newborn baby is
deaf.

Contact Us
Jason Stark; jstark@dcmp.org
Cindy Camp; ccamp@dcmp.org
info@dcmp.org

